A HISTORY OF POLAND
It was now, for the first time, that the influence of
Russia, which had hitherto been tacit and unassertive in
Polish internal affairs, began to be openly displayed. It
was not only in Poland that the growing power of Russia
caused suspicion, and even fear. But nowhere was it so
cynically manifested as in the Polish capital, and on
occasions in the very Diet of the nation. Impelled by
Russian emissaries, agents appeared to assert the right of
veto at critical junctures. The nobles, who were wealthy
and self-indulgent, dreaded the repetition of their ex-
periences in the Northern War, and affected to ignore the
sinister influence of Russia. Augustus was no longer
troubled about his kingdom, except to assure the throne
to his son. To this end he was ready to divide the realm
as the price of support, and he prepared a notable scheme
designed to obtain the support of Russia and Austria,
as well as of his native electorate of Saxony. The parti-
tion he proposed would have ensured the bulk of the
kingdom as an hereditary appanage of the Saxon realm,
whfle leaving enough to be divided between Austria and
Russia to constitute a very considerable bribe. On
February i, 1733, however, he died without seeing the
success of his schemes.
The question of the succession supplied a more intricate
problem than had been presented hitherto. The Polish
nobles professed to desire a Polish king, and their choice
fell upon Stanislaw Leszc2ynski. Foremost among the
adherents of this prince was the Primate, Theodore
Potocki, who as interrex was at the moment the most
powerful man in the kingdom. He was now an old man,
but wise and purposeful beyond the ordinary Polish
standard. His nrst acts on the death of Augustus proved
his courage and his purpose. He dissolved the Diet and
caused the Saxon troops of the kte king to be dispersed,
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